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abandoned their traditional occupations that only
ii per cent of the Brahmins of Madras, and 22 per
- cent, of the Brahmins of Bombay, follow the calling
of priest, even if that term be given a sufficiently
wide interpretation to include beggars, students,
and astrologers.

Sir Alfred Lyall, who has done more to develop
interest in India than any other writer of our day,
described it as the land

" Where deities hover and swarm,
Like the wild bees heard in the tree-tops or the
gusts of a gathering storm."

In the Vedas, the earliest religious books of
India, the gods of sky, air, fire, and death are
worshipped. The trend of thought was pantheistic,
but the idea of one supreme being none the less
pervaded the ancient faith.

After the Vedas came the Brahmanas, while
the priests were elaborating a religious and philo-
sophic system, which was fairly well developed
by 500 B.C., and was reformed by the evolution of
Buddhism.

Gautama, subsequently Buddha, grew up in the
belief that the object of life should be to avoid being
born again, and that man's actions in controlling
his passions determined the conditions of his future
birth.

When he became Buddha, the enlightened,